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Ethnic clcansing is an obscssion wc tcnd to bc Possessed by in thc POst―

c010nial situation aftcr thc fa11 0f the Bcrlin Wall in 1989. Thc oncc dOminant

dichotomy be●″ccn Western Free nations and Eastern Socialisln gavc way in the

1980s to the other schcmatic and nO less flctiOna1 0PPOsitiOn be●Ⅳcen thc"tcrrOr―

ism・ofthc WHoly lslam"and the defcnsc OfdemOcracy by thc secularized American
‖
Evil EmPiren SainucI P Huntingtonis hyPothesis Ofthc POssible dash of Westcrn

Civilization with thc lslam‐COnfucian connection in thc ncar future still inluences

Washington foreign POlicy―makers.In thc meanwhile,thc Pursuit of ethnic Purity

fOr thc sake Of cthnic Purity bccaine the agcnda of many P01itical lcadcrs cager tO

cstablish their hcgcinony out of the yoke Ofmultiplc ethnicity.

Iwaaki HitOshi's cOmic stor》J。∫
`ク

″,Or"Parasite―beast",completed in

1995,offcrs aぬr_reaching insight intO thc hidden xenOPhObia Of contemporary

JaPanCSC SOCiettt and widely aPPreCiatcd among literary critics and sOci010gists.

Although cOmに s are stll usu」 ly disdJncd alnong JaPancSC intellectu」 s,Tsurumi

Shunsukc cven cOnfcsscs that in his lifc of 73 ycars no book but Onc had griPPcd

him sO tightly l mysclf And this story as a remarkable stcP in thC history of bodily

eXPCrience in JaPan as well as arOund the world.ヽ■y Was this story acccPted so

enthusiasticallyP HOw does a FlctiOnal Parasite revcal some Of thc blind sPots in cOn―

tcmporary cthたal hterrogtlonsP This PaPcr tries to answcr thcsc questions,by ana―

lyzing some asPcctS Ofthe stOry Pcrtaining to thc imagination ofthc bodI

1

One night,unknOwn extra―terκstri」cКaturesぉlarge as the tcnnis b」ls

suddenly bCgin to fa1l on Earth.From cvcry incubatcd b」l appears a worm like a

snake with a dri11 0n its toP.By instinct thcy try to penetrate the brain of slccPing

humans bcing found ncarby.NIIost of thcm succecd in taking Over the host's brain,

and by eating up the head frOm the interiOちthcy rcPlace thc hcads Oftheir hosts by

their Own tissuc.Thanks tO thcir elastic body・they imitatc their hOsts1 0riginal

PhysiOgnOmI By disguising themselvcs as thcir hOst,thcy sccm tO kccP thcir reciPi―
ents:identity.But the original brain dOes nOt rcmain anywhcrc,and the reciPicnピs
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Ethnic cleansing is an obsession we tend ro be possessed by in the post-

colonial situation after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. The once dominant 

dichoromy between Western Free nations and Eastern Socialism gave way in the 

1980s ro the other schematic and no less fictional opposition between the "terror-

ism" of the "Holy Islam" and the defense of democracy by the secularized American 

"Evil Empire" Samuel P. Huntingron's hypothesis of the possible clash of Wとstern

Civilization with the Islam-Confucian connection in the near future still influences 

Washington foreign policy-makers. In the meanwhile， the pursuit of ethnic purity 

ゐrthe sake of ethnic purity became the agenda of many political leaders eager to 

establish their hegemony our of the yoke of multiple ethnicity. 

Iwaaki Hitoshi's comic srory， Kiseiju， or "Parasite-beast"， completed in 

199う，offers a far-reaching insight into the hidden xenophobia of contemporary 

]apanese society， and widely appreciated among literary critics and sociologists. 

Although comics are still usually disdained among ]apanese intellectuals， Tsurumi 

Shunsuke even confesses that in his life of 73 years no book but one had gripped 

him so tightly. 1 myself find this srory as a remarkable step in the history of bodily 

experience in ]apan as well as around the world. Why was this srory accepted so 

enthusiastically? How does a fictional parasite reveal some of the blind spots in con-

temporary ethical interrogtions? This paper tries to answer these questions， by ana-

lyzing some aspects of the srory pertaining to the imagination of the body. 

One night， unknown extra-terrestrial creatures as large as the tennis balls 

suddenly begin ro fall on Earth. From every incubated ball appears a worm like a 

snake with a drill on its rop. By instinct they try ro penetrate the brain of sleeping 

humans being found nearby. Most of them succeed in taking over the host' s brain， 

and by eating up the head from the interior， they replace the heads of their hosts by 

their own tissue. Thanks ro their elastic body， they imitate their hosts' original 

physiognomy. By disguising themselves as their host， they seem ro keep their recipi-

ents' identity. But the 9riginal brain does not remain anywhere， and the recipient's 
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personal idcntity is lost Oncc and fOr an.Each host's Body is nOw cOntrollcd by thc

wi11 0fthc alien Occupant.

FrOn■the fonowing inOrning,atrocious ldnings bcgin tO takc Placc,when

thc Parasites bcgin tO fccd thernselvcs with thc ncarcst human―beings they can flnd.

Wives and children are suddcnヶattaCkCd by what they still believed tO be their

husbands and fathcrs,and so fOrth.Therc arc thOusands of these fakc human―

bcings whたh suddcnly appear On earth,althOugh thcir invadonおnOt immcdiatcけ

nOticcd as such by human beings.The rnass―Incdia rcPorts hidcOus cascs of"hashcd

meat human kiHings."

Onc accident,howevett PrcvcntS thc fulF11lment Of the initial prOgrarno Onc

Of the wOrrn like crcaturcs fails tO penetrate the brain Of a bOyp as the bOy9 awaken―

ing,notices that sOmcthing strange is haPpening to him.The wOrm jumps toward

the head Ofthc bOメbut the bOy:s hand Prevent the wOrln fronl reaching its destina―

tiOn.The extraterrestrial crcaturc is fOrced tO give uP taking over bOy's brain and is

Obliged tO rcmain instcad in thc right aHn Of thc hOst.By inOrning,the wOrm has

entirely rcPlaccd the hostis right hand.But it is a"failure"fOr the creature,for hc

has failed tO"kidnaP"and dCStrOy the boyls brain.And thc host is OfcOursc furiOus

at having his right hand and arm catcn by thc ParaShe,fOr these n0 10nger belong

tO hirn.At rlrst,the bOy furiOusly trics tO kill the parasite,but in vaino With its

SuPCr―natural elasticity and high caPacity for transforinatiOn,the mOnster easily

brcaks offthe knife with which thc boy tries to attack it.

In thc bOy s cOnfuscd Кacdon tO his(:)ncw nght hand and arm,we can

certainly scc a profound ambiguity which rcmains unquestioned in thc Practisc Of

mcdical intervention.On thc Onc hand,it will be casy to scc thiS Parasitc as a

metaphor OfcanceL Modcm surgcry climinates malignant tumors frOm thc bOdy in

Ordcr to restore health.Still a massive amputation,causing handicaP,seriously

dcgradcs a Patientis living conditiOns.On the Other hand,thc Parasitc can be

rcgardcd as a transPlantcd PrOsthcsis. Such transPlantation is strOngly prOrnOted by

surgeons in cascs where there is n0 0thcr way for thc Patient to survivc.In Ordcr tO

facilitatc transplants,a ncw guideline was introduced in JaPan in 1997,whidl rcc―

ognizcs thc dcath of thc brain as thc dcath ofthe individual.Thus onc's transPlant―

ed Organ Obtains more chance Of survival within and under the bOdy of anOther

person.

Bc●veen mutilatiOn and transPlantatiOn,ぃ″O cOntradictory desires sccm to

cOcxist.Ifthe fOrmer sccks Pu五ncation by a physic」Operation,the lattcr promOtes

symbiOsis Of heterOgcncous clcmcnts against the nature Of the immune systcm.By

prcscnting a ParaSite sirnultaneOusly as a canccr to rcmovc and as a prOsthesis tO

transPlant,Iwaaki's cOnlic story shcds light On this ambiguity in inedical cthics and

qucstions thc PrOpricty of the trcatcd organs.■o whom dOes the transPlantcd organ
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personal identity is lost once and for all. Each host' s Body is now controlled by the 

will of the alien occupant. 

From the following morning， atrocious killings begin to take place， when 

the parasites begin to feed themselves with the nearest human-beings they can find. 

Wives and children are suddenly attacked by what they still believed to be their 

husbands and fathers， and so forth. There are thousands of these fake human-

beings which suddenly appear on earth， although their invasion is not immediately 

noticed as such by human beings. The mass-media reports hideous cases of "hashed 

meat human killings." 

One accident， however， prevents the fulfillment of the initial program. One 

of the worm like creatures fails to penetrate the brain of a boy， as the boy， awaken-

ing， notices that something strange is happening to him. The worm jumps toward 

the head of the boy， but the boy's hand prevent the worm from reaching its destina-

tion. The extraterrestrial creature is forced to give up taking over boy's brain and is 

obliged to remain instead in the right arm of the host. By morning， the worm has 

entirely replaced the host's right hand. Bur it is a "failure" for the creature， for he 

has failed to "kidnap" and destroy the boy's brain. And the host is of course furious 

at having his right hand and arm eaten by the parasite， for these no longer belong 

to him. At first， the boy furiously tries to kill the parasite， but in vain. With its 

super-natural elasticity and high capacity for transformation， the monster easily 

breaks off the knife with which the boy tries to attack it. 

In the boy' s confused reaction to his (?) new right hand and arm， we can 

certainly see a profound ambiguity which remains unquestioned in the practise of 

medical intervention. On the one hand， it will be easy to see this parasite as a 

metaphor of cancer. Modern surgery eliminates malignant tumors仕omthe body in 

order to restore health. Still a massive amputation， causing handicap， seriously 

degrades a patient's living conditions. On the other hand， the parasite can be 

regarded as a transplanted prosthesis. Such transplantation is strongly promoted by 

surgeons in cases where there is no other way for the patient to survive. In order to 

facilitate transplants， a new guideline was introduced in Japan in 1997， which rec-

ognizes the death of the brain as the death of the individual. Thus one's transplant-

ed organ obtains more chance of survival within and under the body of an 

Between murilation and transplantation， two contradictory desires seem to 

coexist. If the former seeks purification by a physical operation， the latter promotes 

symbiosis of heterogeneous elements against the nature of the immune system. By 

presenting a parasite simulraneously as a cancer to remove and as a prosthesis to 

transplant， Iwaaki's comic story sheds light on this ambiguity in medical ethics and 

questions the propriety of the treated organs. To whom does the transplanted organ 
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H o w  t o  D o  T h i n g s  w i t h  a  P a r a s i t c

be10ngP―a question that medical cthics has tried to cOnceal under the skin Ofa bO与

2

Indccd,we can n0 10ngcr say fbr sure,in this stOry9 which is the dOnOr and

whたh thc rcccPient・For thc bO"his right hand and arm aК a Parasitc which,hOw―

cveちhc cannot removc.FOr the extraterrestrlal crcaturc,what is suPcrnuous ls thc

brain of the hOst's bOdy On which it has transplantcd itsclf DcsPitC thiS mutual

inconvenicncc,bOth of thcln rccOgnize little by litde that they are mutual dcPcn_

dcnt.However hOstile its hOst is,thc Parasitc cannOt live withOut its host(here it

wOuld nOt bc supernuous to rccall,with Renё Schёrett that"hOst"and‖hOstility"

share the samc etymological r00t with"hosPitality",which alsO accOunts for the

uncasiness of bcing hosPitalized).「́hC samc is truc fbr thc hOst:hOwcvcr disObcdi―

ent to hiin his right hand has become,it is useless and disadvantageous to lose it.

Still,it is One thing to undcrstand the necessity ofc00peration;it is quite another tO

makc thc cooPeratiOn actually wOrk.

Serious but sOmcwhat conlical quarrels and cOnnicts takc Place beぃ顧een the

b O y  a n d  t h e  m O n s t cちas two d i f f e r e n t  i d c n t i t i c s  a n d  w i l l s  a r e  f O r c e d  t O  c o e x i s t  i n  t h e

onc and the samc human bOdy.「Fhe monstcr OccuPying the right arm Ofthc hOst is

busy lcarring eveっ花hing abOut human sOciety9 and raPidly obtalns ncccssary knOwl―

edgc and hnguage shlls.Full of curiOsityp he reads thrOugh an cncyclopedia and

imitatcs cven a bird's anatOmical PhysiognOmy by his clastic and transformablc

bodッЪ while thc hOst cOrnplains abOut thc fact that he has tO clear the table aner his

ParaSite's enthusiastic rcading by which it scattcrs everything aЮund himself(vol.1,

P.45)。(For thc sakc of cOmprchcns10n Ofthe images,let us remind you hcrc,that in

Japanese cOmics thc story goes■om abOve tO bc10w and■om right to le■).

Herc,thc authOr Ofthe cOmic dcmOnstrates unexPected imagination in thc

dcPicdOn Of such dctails whcn,fOr examplc,thc bOy meets his girl■icnd.His Hght

arm suddenly transforms itself intO a hugc Phallus,faithfully or fancifully rcacting

to its host's hOrmones.Hcre thc Parasite aPpearS as an cxaggcrated synecdochc of

thc rnalc genita1 0rgan,which is inadc Of clastic skin stuffcd with sPOngc likc tissuc.

In fact thc Parasite is at thc same tilne curious abOut the sexual instinct of human

beings and is irritated by the t00 rcticcnt and hesitating behaviOr its hOst takcs

toward thc high―schOd」 」・"It is a Pity that l cOdd nOt Obscrvc human intcr―

coursco lt is nO good for yOur hcalth tO refrain frOm dOing what you want to do.

YOu knOw your he」 th is alsO my own,"the Hght hand Prcachcs tO thC bOy(vol.1,

P . 5 8 ) .

Further9 thc right hand even trics to causc an erection in the bOy's Pcnis

against the wil1 0f thc hOst,while hc is(Or they are)in a public lavatOry.‖StoP it,

this silly guy!"shouts thc boy9"Iピs cOld,thc watcr!"The right halld∞ mPlains.
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belong?-a question that medical ethics has tried to conceal under the skin of a body. 

2 

Indeed， we can no longer say for sure， in this story， which is the donor and 

which the recepient. For the boy， his right hand and arm are a parasite which， how-

ever， he cannot remove. For the extraterrestrial creature， what is superfluous is the 

brain of the host's body on which it has transplanted itself. Despite this mutual 

inconvenience， both of them recognize little by little that they are mutual depen-

dent. However hostile its host is， the parasite cannot live without its host (here it 

would not be superfluous to recall， with Rene Scherer， that市ost"組 d"hostility" 

share the same etymological root with "hospitalityヘwhichalso accounts for the 

uneasiness of being hospitalized). The same is true for the host: however disobedi-

ent to him his right hand has become， it is useless and disadvantageous to lose it. 

Still， it is one thing to understand the necessity of cooperation; it is quite another to 

make the cooperation actually work. 

Serious but somewhat comical quarrels and conflicts take place between the 

boy and the monster， as two different identities and wills are forced to coexist in the 

one and the same human body. The monster occupying the right arm of the host is 

busy learring everything about human society， and rapidly obtaIns necessary knowl-

edge and language skills. Full of curiosity， he reads through an encyclopedia and 

imitates even a bird's anatomical physiognomy by his elastic and transformable 

body， while the host complains about the fact that he has to clear the table after his 

parasite's enthusiastic reading by which it scatters everyrhing around himself (vol. 1， 

p.4う).(For the sake of comprehension of the images， let us remind you here， that in 

]apanese comics the story goes from above to below and from right to left). 

Here， the author of the comic demonstrates unexpected imagination in the 

depiction of such details when， for example， the boy meets his girl friend. His right 

arm suddenly transゐrmsitself into a huge phallus， faithfully or fancifully reacting 

to its host's hormones. Here the parasite appears as an exaggerated synecdoche of 

the male genital organ， which is made of elastic skin stuffとdwith sponge like tissue. 

In fact the parasite is at the same time curious about the sexual instinct of human 

beings and is irritated by the too reticent and hesitating behavior its host takes 

toward the high-school girl. "It is a pity that I could not observe human inter-

course. It is no good for your health to r 

23う



INAGA Shigcmi

"Shut uP!‖ the boy ripostes.Their dia10guc looks like an insane monologuc,and

surprises boy:s school―mates.For the bOy:s confusiOn,cven thc forced ciaCulatiOn is

rcduccd to bc a shameful exhibitionisnl of masturbation practiced in public.¨(vol。1,

P.54).
In the incanwhile,thc bott is iCad by somc ProgrCSSing intimacy to namc

hおParadtc"migy",apparently stemming fOrm"thc right ide"[migil in Japanesc.
Thc Parasite,Migy9 on thc other hand,rcfuses to be rcgarded as a pet aniinal of the

bOy9 but gives hm back thc command of hs"own"五 ght hand whnc it want to

slccP by his wm(v01.1,P.46,65-66).‖I slCCP no‐Treat your right hand careLllガ,

it says to thc boI By t五J and erroらMigy also learns litdc by littlc hOw tO avoid

Putting thc boy into uselcss trouble. TO Put down Possible susPiciOns,thc boy:s
"right arm‖should nOt show any strangc behaviOn lt is out of question for it tO

transbrm itsclf h Public,without rcspecting thc human body's anatomic」limits。

For their Own safetルnOt Only ⅣIigy itsclf but alsO the boy must kccP secret

"Migy"'s existencc,cven■Om hヽ family By this strange"cohabitation",the bOy

alsO recognizcs,to his own surprisc,that he is now giftcd with super―human POWCr

in h rヽight arm.This Lct incvitabけaffects the bOy'spersondity.

3

Thc symЫosis of twO dentities on the same body has a rcal modcl in

Siamese n″ins.The frcak has sincc 10ng stimulated the imagination.In thc casc of

TOku gawa Ja Pan,santδ Kyodcn is knOwn tO havc writtcn in 1788 a comical story
Of"yellow cOver book"(々′″ああル多θ″)abOut thc Psychologic」connict between a

pair of siamescぃ″ins(勁″な名ノgノ″g′″彫:translatiOn impossible).A man,narned

Hanbei and a woman,namcd Onatsu share a bodル which causcs them inter―

minablc trOubles until thcy wcre succcssilly scParatCd by a Nagasaki Dutch stylc

surgeon,whO Put Hanbd's head On a dead body ofanOthcr manoln modem timcs,

Hagio卜 lotois comic,Hanshin(D市 inity ScParatcd intO Half),tells a story oftwO

sisters born as Siamesc●vins.Oncc scParated each othcr by surgical operation,the

One whO has bccn bcautiful dies an ugly death,whilc thc other who has bclicved

herself ugly sur宙ves,to hcr own surprise,as a bcautifuHa(レThis 10Ve_and hate

psychodrama was mounted on stagc by Noda Hidckiin 1986 and enjoyed a high
rCPutation.Latctt Hagio dcvcloPcd thc samc framcwork intO the lovc―and hatc

ambivalencc between a beautiful inOther and hcr baby who bclievcs hersclfto bc thc

reincarnation of an lguana,a hugc lizard living in GalaPagos lslands.

Thc Only exisdng SPccimCn of Pushim卜Pullyus,a creaturc invcntcd by

Hugh Lo■ ing,as a thoughtful and inOdest aniinal with●″o hcads,which accompa―

ny Dr.I)olittic in his voyagc to Africa,is given the name of(Dshitsu―Osaretsu,in

Japanesc by lbusc Mastti・A moК advanced sPccimen in evoludOn,or a JaPanese
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"Shut up !" the boy ripostes. Their dialogue looks like an insane monologue， and 

surprises boy's school-mates. For the boy's confusion， even the forced ejaculation is 

reduced to be a shameful exhibitionism of masturbation practiced in public...(vol.1， 

p.う4).
In the meanwhile， the boy， is lead by some progressing intimacy to name 

his parasite "migyぺapparentlystemming form "the right side" [migi] in Japanese. 

The parasite， Migy， on the other hand， refuses to be regarded as a pet animal of the 

boy， but gives him back the command of his "own" right hand while it want to 

sleep by his will (vol.l ，p.46， 6うー66)."1 sleep now. Treat your right hand care五llly，'二

it says to the boy. By trial and error， Migy also learns little by little how to avoid 

putting the boy into useless trouble. To put down possible suspicions， the boy's 

"right arm" should not show any strange behavior. It is out of question for it to 

transform itself in public， without respecting the human body's anatomicallimits. 

For their own safety， not only Migy itself but also the boy must keep secret 

"Migy'" s existence， even from his family. By this strange "cohabitation"， the boy 

also recognizes， ro his own surprise， that he is now gifted with super-human power 

in his right arm. This fact inevitably affects the boy'spersonality. 

3 

The symbiosis of two identities on the same body has a real model in 

Siamese twins. The freak has since long stimulated the imagination. In the case of 

Tokugawa Japan， Santo Kyoden is known to have written in 1788 a comical story 

of "yellow cover book" (がちloshi-bon)about the psychological conflict between a 

pair of siamese twins (Soritsugi gin giseru: translation impossible). A man， named 

Hanbei and a woman， named Onatsu share a body， which causes them inter-

minable troubles until they were successfully separated by a Nagasaki Dutch style 

surgeon， who put Hanbei's head on a dead body of another man. In modern times， 

Hagio Moto's comic， Hanshin (Divinity Separated into Half)， tells a story of two 

sisters born as Siamese twins. Once separated each other by surgical operation， the 

one who has been beautiful dies an ugly death， while the other who has believed 

herself ugly， survives， to her own surprise， as a beautiful lad)ιThis love-and hate 

psychodrama was mounted on stage by Noda Hideki in 1986 and enjoyed a high 

reputation. Later， Hagio developed the same framework into the love-and hate 

ambivalence between a beautiful mother and her baby who believes herself to be the 

reincarnation of an Iguana， a huge lizard living in Galapagos Islands. 

The only existing specimen of Pushimi-pullyus， a creature invented by 

Hugh Lofting， as a thoughtful and modest animal with two heads， which accompa-

ny Dr. Dolittle in his voyage to Africa， is given the name of Oshitsu-Osaretsu， in 

Japanese by Ibuse Masuji. A more advanced specimen in evolution， or a Japanese 
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variant(as in this case mo heads sPcak simultaneouslyl is reCently found by Horic

TOshisachi in an iHustrated bOok for children written and illustratcd by Sasaki

Maki:Do you knOw where thc Pink clcPhant is,By the way9 it is curiOus to notc

that thc d6bacle Of the Austria―Hungary Empirc,which had the cmblern Of twO

headed cagles,coincided with the disastrous end of ethnic cOexistcncc in East

EuroPc・ThiS coincidcnce suggests what is implicd in thc iconography of thc

damesc win allcgory.Incident」lルin aぬntastic novcl by Sato Aki,P等多″α励″グ
Bα′広あ%〃らwhich won the third Grand Fan tasy Novcl Prize in JaPan in 1991,is also

based on this histOrical and geographical context of the 10st Austria´】Iungary

Empire.The PrOtagonist of this nOvel is a Dη ′′を 〃″

“

″WhO incarnatc(s)the

duPlicity of his own existcnce undcr the thrcat Of massivc human slaughtcr and

gcnocidc by thc Nazis.¨

What makcs lwaakils cOmic difFcrent ffom thesc Prcccdcnts as well as ordi―

nalγ Hollyw00d―tyPc"aliCn―inOnster"stories P Thc difFerencc consists in thc fact

that the prOtagonist is(or are)a chimcra―likc m破ture of an cxtraterrcstrial and a

human boyp and that thcy are doOmcd to behavc themselvcs as an indi宙dual by

∞nceding thdrメur」ity・The identity OfMigy consists in hiding itself by perたctly

メaying the rdc Ofthc hosピs Hght hand(ths makCS the comにstOry indament」ヶ
diffcrent frOm thc shOrt surrealistic nOvel,&″%ル(4″η),by the 01d Kawabata
Yasunari in 1964,who fancicd a detachablc arm).NIlig′must bc cOnccaled in the

skin Ofits hOst("danslc Pcau dC l'autrc"),in suCh a way that wc havc a grammatical

difflculty in dcternlining whether wc shOuld use plural or singular9 tO sPcak Of“it",
‖
hiin'Or'therlll i.

Two Points inust be lnadc abOut this intentional indetenninability.One,

thc well―knOwn DoPP′を〃″

“

″Situation gains here new signincancc.In one indi宙d―

u」bOdy thCrc livc●vO indcPendcnt idcndtics.But thesc wO diffeКnt identitics aК

nonc the less inutuany dcPcndent.Socially bchaving as(or at lcast trying to bchave

like)an individual,their private self is di宙ded(c.l Ronald David Laing's IDividcd

Self)。The self―cvidcnce Of idcntity iS blurred and bccomcs obicCt OfCOnstant con―

nicts.But in observing thesc cOnnicts,qucstiOns comc to our lnindo What is the"I"

which PretendS tO be individual P Is thc integrity of a self sO sclf―evident as we tend

tO believcP Is the sPlit―personality a PsyChOtic trauma that thc Patient has t0 0vcr―

come,ctc.It is nOt supernuous to add that the idea Of a bOy with his eyc―shaPed

PartnCr is cxplicitly insPired fronl Mizuki Shigcru's famOus cOrnic story of hobgOb―
lin boy KitarO,whosc icft eye,bclicvcd to bc his father9 1ivcs in and out the left cyc

sOckct Ofhis sOn.Hcrc,the intcgrity ofthc sclfis sustJncd by the subverted mutu」

dcPendencc,which alsO deFles thc universality clailn of FIcudian hypOthesis of the

Oedipus complex.

Two,it is alrcady clear that the stOry contains,in its framewOrk Of a scien_
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variant (as in this case two heads speak simultaneously) is recendy found by Horie 

Toshisachi in an illustrated book for children wrinen and illustrated by Sasaki 

Maki: 00 you know where the pink elephant is ? By the way， it is curious to note 

that the debacle of the Austria-Hungary Empire， which had the emblem of two 

headed eagles， coincided with the disastrous end of ethnic coexistence in East 

Europe. This coincidence suggests what is implied in the iconography of the 

siamese twin allego早 Inci伯尚， in a fantastic novel by Sato Aki， Peregrination 0/ 
Balthazar， which won the third Grand Fantasy Novel Prize in Japan in 1991， is also 

based on this historical and geographical context of the lost Austria-Hungary 

Empire. The protagonist of this novel is a Doppelganger who incarnate(s) the 

duplicity of his own existence under the threat of massive human slaughter and 

genocide by the Nazis... 

What makes Iwaaki's comic di百erentfrom these precedents as well as ordi-

nary Hollywood-type "alien-monster" stories ? The di仔erenceconsists in the fact 

that the protagonist is (or are) a chimera-like mixture of an extraterrestrial and a 

human boy， and that they are doomed to behave themselves as an individual by 

concealing their plurality. The identity of Migy consists in hiding itself by perfect1y 

playing the role of the host's right hand (this makes the comic story fundamentally 

different from the short surrealistic novel， Kえtaude(Arm)， by the old Kawabata 

Yasunari in 1964， who fancied a detachable arm). Migy must be concealed in the 

skin ofits host ("dans le peau de l'autre")， in such a way that we have a grammatical 

difficulty in determining whether we should use plural or singular， to speak of "it"， 

"him" or "them". 

Two points must be made about this intentional indeterminability. One， 

the well-known Doppelganger situation gains here new significance. In one individ-

ual body there live two independent identities. But these two different identities are 

none the less murually dependent. Socially behaving as (or at least trying to behave 

like) an individual， their private self is divided (c.f. Ronald Oavid Laing's Oivided 

Self). The self-evidence of identity is blurred and becomes object of constant con-

flicts. But in observing these conflicts， questions come to our mind. What is the "1" 

which pretends to be individual ? Is the integrity of a self so selιevident as we tend 

to believe? Is the split-personality a psychotic trauma that the patient has to over-

come? etc. It is not superfluous to add that the idea of a boy with his eye-shaped 

partner is explicidy inspired from Mizuki Shigeru's famous comic story of hobgob-

lin boy Kitaro， whose left eye， believed to be his father， lives in and our the left eye 

socket of his son. Here， the integrity of the self is sustained by the subverted mutual 

dependence， which also defies the universality claim of Freudian hypothesis of the 

Oedipus complex. 

T wo， it is already clear that the story contains， in its framework of a scien-
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tinc horror nction,somc fundamental criticisms of(Westcrn)hygienic Policy.In

this stOry9 Parasite is not regarded as sOmething to bc cxterrninated or elilninated as

an abs01ute evil cncmy which thrcatens thc integrity ofthc hcr0 0r herOinc(like the

case ofthcsc intruders in American H01lywood nlm Ofル ″″ル′″鳩 Rθttθθ″ Or carly

Иノノ′″series).Instcad,in this B夕la露″

`F″

θZηα″,thC Parasite is intcrpreted as the indis―

PCnSablC Partncr for thc fulFIHement Of the young prOtagonistis Personality.Thc

symbiOsis with thc ParaSite sccms indisPensablc fOr the self― fOrmatiOn Of a full―

ncdged individual.Intcrcstin」y enOugh,this宙ew cOincidcs with the latest discov―
cry in thc mcdical studics Ofimmunc system and sccms to bc suPPorted by Para―

sit010gists.Howcvcちbefore tOuching uPon this PrOblcnl,at the cnd Of thc Paper9

wc have tO llnake sOmc Other prelinlinary remarks.

4

Now wc are only at thc end Ofthc Flrst volume Of a stOry composed oftcn

vOlumes.For the sakc Of cOmprehensiOn,let us summarize the three main frame_

wOrks Ofthc stOry.The main trouble with the parasites is that they fecd thcmselves

On thc frcsh human body.It is true that thc scnsational minced mect human

slaughters cascs graduany disaPPcared.Instcad,howeveらincrcasing number Ofmys―

terious disapPcaranccs or unaccountablc absenccs arc rcPOrted(what thc Japanesc

called jδわαぉz,or"evaporatiOn".Thc Parasites has studicd,in the mcanwhile,the

safer and clcverer way of obtaining thcir f00d in secrecy.And yct,desPite this

aPParCnt WsocializatiOn",thc human huntings arc still going on without bcing

noticed.

Sccondltt whnc thc ParaSitCS sPread thЮughout thc human wOnd,some

cyc―witncsscs inevitably appeaL To cat a hurnan bo、、thC Parasitc has tO abandon

its human disguisc and transfOrm its hcad intO a monstcr―like mOuth with fangs for

mastication.It was impossiblc to cOnccal perfectly this transfOrmation frOm

human―cyes.Finally an individual fails tO kecP his truc nature in sccret,and care―

lessly tries to kill the cycwitness,Counter―attacked by sulfuric acid,however,its

10ses its brain self―contrOl and PrOvokes a massacrc in a high schOol.TO stOp the

slaughteちthc bOy and Mi「 in c00PCratiOn thЮw a stOnc at the brcttt ofthc insane

paradtc.The stOnc thrusts thrOugh thc human chesちにaving a hugc hde.TO kn■ ,

thc Only cffcctive way is to destrOy thc host's human heart.By this incidcnt,howcv―

cr9 the mOnstcrs body iS nnally captured by human beings,as irreitablc evidencc

Of their hOrriヶing existcnce.Investigations are undertakcn in secret to solVe the
mystery ofthis unlccOgnized and dangerOus creaturc.

Thirdly9 thc bOy is thc only human being whO knOws sO far the truth of

thcsc incidents.TheКfOrc,his existcnce was rcgarded by other Parasitcs tt all immi―

nent danger to thcmo A sirnPle brcaking Of their sccrct by the bOy could casily

２
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tific horror fiction， some fundamental criticisms of (Western) hygienic policy. In 

this sto可;parasite is not regarded as something to be exterminated or eliminated as 

an absolute evil enemy which threatens the integrity of the hero or heroine (like the 

case of these intruders in American Hollywood film of Terminators， Robocop or early 

Alien series). Instead， in this Bildungsroman， the parasite is interpreted as the indis-

pensable partner for the fulfillement of the young protagonist's personality. The 

symbiosis with the parasite seems indispensable for the self-formation of a full-

fledged individual. Interestingly enough， this view coincides with the latest discov-

ery in the medical studies of immune system and seems to be supported by para-

sitologists. However， before touching upon this problem， at the end of the paper， 

we have to make some other preliminaIγremarks. 

4 

Now we are only at the end of the first volume of a story composed of ten 

volumes. For the sake of comprehension， let us summarize the three main frame-

works of the story. The main trouble with the parasites is that they feed themselves 

on the fresh human body. It is true that the sensational minced meet human 

slaughters cases gradually disappeared. Instead， however， increasing number of mys-

terious disappearances or unaccountable absences are reported (what the ]apanese 

called johatsu， or "evaporation". The parasites has studied， in the meanwhile， the 

safer and cleverer way of obtaining their food in secrecy. And yet， despite this 

apparent "socialization"， the human huntings are still going on without being 

noticed. 

Secondly， while the parasites spread throughour the human world， some 

eye-witnesses inevitably appear. To eat a human body， the parasite has to abandon 

its human disguise and transform its head into a monster-like mouth with fangs for 

mastication. It was impossible to conceal perfecdy this transformation from 

human-eyes. Finally an individual fails to keep his true nature in secret， and care-

lessly tries to kill the eyewitness. Counter-attacked by sulfuric acid， however， its 

loses its brain self-control and provokes a massacre in a high school. To stop the 

slaughter， the boy and Migy in cooperation throw a stone at the breast of the insane 

parasite. The stone thrusts through the human chest， leaving a huge hole. To kill it， 

the only effective way is to destroy the host's human heart. By this incident， howev-

er， the monster's body is finally captured by human beings， as irrefurable evidence 

of their horrifyi時 existence.Investigations are undertaken in secret to solve the 

myste庁 ofthis unrecognized and dangerous creature. 

Thirdly， the boy is the only human being who knows so far the truth of 

these incidents. Therefore， his existence was regarded by other parasites as an immi-

nent danger to them. A simple breaking of their secret by the boy could easily 
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endanger their wh01c existencc.For thcir Own safcty9 the"nOrnlal"Parasites decidc

tO klll this‖inutant‖individual.Thc Police also lnark this important eycwitness.

Hcre is the conllnon destiny ofthe mcdiatoちwho runs thc risk Ofbcing regarded as

dangerOus frOm both sidcs.Like thc bat be●″ccn the realms Of birds and aniinals in

ИrS":物 ル∫,this"mutant"indi宙 dual,half―ParaSitC and half―human,Plays a pr市i―

Lged but risky rOle bctteen thc twO antagonistic sidcs.As thc stOry advanccs,ten―

sions raPidly grO_

5

Yct,it is nOt our intcntion to dcPrivC Our audiencc Of thc PIcasurc of read―

ing this breath―taking stOry.Instcad,we conccntrate our attention on the incssages

thc author sliPs into the dctails of thc stOry.Lct's have a closcr 100k at the naturc

and character ofthe parasite.As for the relatiOnshiP beぃ″ccn human bcing and Par―

asite,threc PointS must bc madc.

First,as for thc instinct ofcating human bOdI Onc ParaSite rcmarks that it

reccived thc impcrative to kill thc human sPccieS at thc inoment it invadcd the

human brain.Migy confesses fOr its Part,・ThiS furiOus emOtion to kill does not

cxist in me,who hasnit robbcd the human brain"(vol.10,P。 129)。We arc alsO

infOrl■ed that Migy itsclf dOes nOt have any hungcr nOr nccd of eating human

bO↓ SO島ng as h is ahmentcd by its host(vol.1,P。148).It beCOmcs clear that only

thOsc Parasites which havc devourcd human brains arc imprintcd with the instinct

tO CXterl■inate human beings. By thcse,thc author seems tO suggest that thc

instinct ofkllling is not programined into thc ParasitC as its inheritance but is trans―

mitted to it frOm the human brain thatit has devourcd。

This sctting rcrninds us Of thc hypothcsis advanccd by some anthrOPolo―

gists in tcrms of thc origin Of thc human sPCCiCS.In his И レ7ι″″〃D`α訪 ′″訪′

拗 解ノ懲 肋 ″″

“

α″ノ腸 ″″ル″aψ 屁∫″ッ(1993),Matt Ctttmm examines thc

myth010gical,ide010gical,and cultural backgrOunds of the"killcr ape"hypOthcsis,

which was proPagated by sOmc POSt~World War H Wcstern Physical anthЮPologists

studying human evoludon.This hypothcsヽ was based On the idca that thc human

species was born at thc moment when sOme anthЮPoids began hunting and killing

with weaPOnS at thcir hand.According to this idca,which Robcrt Ardrcy namcd

"hunting hypOthesis",we cannot account for thc histOry of human being without

taking intO account the hunting.Konrad Lorcnゴs best scllcら2%′崚 eSS力η[D″

So蟹″α″″Bδ∫ιZ″″ハ物″管 θあノ′あ″ノ
`∫
Иば`SSノ

θη,1963],also rcnccts this tendcncy

Of evOlutiOnary psycho10gy in the 1960s.Ardery cvcn deFlncd thc human bcing as

“Predatory aniinal with the innatc instinct of killing with thc helP of self rnade
wcapons".In thc stOry by lwaaki,it sccms as if thc Parasite werc PrOgrammed to

PCnetrate into human brain sO as to obtain this unknOwn instinct of aggressiOn
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endanger their whole existence. For their own safety， the "normal" parasites decide 

to kill this "mutant" individual. The police also mark this important eyewitness. 

Here is the common destiny of the mediator， who runs the risk of being regarded as 

dangerous from both sides. Like the bat between the realms of birds and animals in 

Aesop s Tales， this "mutant" individual， half-parasite and halιhuman， plays a privi-

leged but risky role between the two antagonistic sides. As the story advances， ten-

sions rapidly grow. 

う

Yet， it is not our intention to deprive our audience of the pleasure of read-

ing this breath-taking story. lnstead， we concentrate our attention on the messages 

the author slips into the details of the sto庁・ Let'shave a closer look at the nature 

and character of the parasite. As for the relationship between human being and par-

asite， three points must be made. 

First， as for the instinct of eating human body. One parasite remarks that it 

received the imperative to kill the human species at the moment it invaded the 

human brain. Migy con長ssesfor its part， "This furious emotion to kill does not 

exist in me， who hasn't robbed the human brain" (vol.lO， p. 129). We are also 

informed that Migy itself does not have any hunger nor need of eating human 

body， so long as it is alimented by its host (vol.1， p.148). It becomes clear that only 

those parasites which have devoured human brains are imprinted with the instinct 

to exterminate human beings. By these， the author seems to suggest that the 

instinct of killing is not programmed into the parasite as its inheritance but is trans-

mitted to it from the human brain that it has devoured. 

This setting reminds us of the hypothesis advanced by some anthropolo-

gists in terms of the origin of the human species. In his A View to a Death in the 

Morning， Hunting and Nature Through Histoヮ(1993)，Matt Cartmill examines the 

mythological， ideological， and cultural backgrounds of the "killer ape" hypothesis， 

which was propagated by some post-World War 11 Western physical anthropologists 

studying human evolution. This hypothesis was based on the idea that the human 

species was born at the moment when some anthropoids began hunting and killing 

with weapons at their hand. According to this idea， which Robert Ardrey named 

"hunting hypothesis¥we cannot account for the history of human being without 

taking into account the hunting. Konrad Lorenz's best seller， The Aggression [Das 

Sogenante Bo比 ZurNaturgeschichte des Aggression， 1963]， also reflects this tendency 

of evolutionary psychology in the 1960s. Ardery even defined the human being as 

"predatory animal with the innate instinct of killing with the help of self made 

weapons". In the story by Iwaaki， it seems as if the parasite were programmed to 

penetrate into human brain so as to obtain this unknown instinct of aggression 
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frOm that which itis nOw entitlcd to dcvOun

Second,as thcir symbiOsis goes on,the boy and Migy alsO begin tO change

their ment」ity.In the v01umc 2,the bOy's heart has been destrOyed by the attack of

a parasitc,disguised in his lnOthc■TO save thc lifc Of his hOst,NIligy dividcs itscifto

substitute thc brOkcn human hcart by its Own tissuc.With this OPcration,the bO"

cOnling back to lifc,gcts superhuman powcちwhile Migy diininishcs its sizc by 30

perccnt On the right arIIn an(l takes on thc hurnan habitude Of falling asiccP Out Of

his cOntrOl fOr 4 hOurs a day.The Once rational and cOld― blooded reasOning of

Migy also takes On a human tOuch.

A subtle examplc is fOund in their dia10guc. "You know that thc Parasitc

cannot devc10p thc scntiment of human affcctiOn."Migy says."In casc you cndan_

ger me by your affectiOn of your giri friend.¨".‖I understand,"the bOy rcPlics.‖I

mcan,ヽ 4igy adds,yOu dOn't want to see your right hand kill a girl friend yOu

10vc。̈
‖
. "Do you thrcatcn me by that?You arc completely lacking in affectiOn,・

bOy Кtorts with angc■
‖
But so,it is."Miy Protests,quietly Hcに,the last wOrds by

Migy betrays what he means. By saying that he lacks in affectiOn,thc wOrds

undOubtedly shOw his affectiOn tOward the bOy9 and inore generally toward the livcs

Ofcvcry crcature(vol.5,PP.86-87).

Third charactcristic.As a creature,thc Parasitc is curiously lacking in thc

CaPaCity of rcPЮduction(hcrc is thc fundamental differcncc frOm,say9 И′ノ′″/И

and l wondcr ifthe authOr frOm thc outset was fully consciOus ofthe result this sct―

dng would eventuJly bring about)。As ttrぉit Occupics thc head ofa human bo↓

thc rcprOduced baby by thc fcmale human hOst 10gically belongs to human species.

Thc Parasite cannot intervene in the genetic inemory of thc hOst sPccieS On which

they live.One‖fernale"ParaSitC Flnds it strange that she is lacking in the caPacity to

transmit her Own gcnc to Posterity and qucstions its own raisOn dletrc,as a creature。

"Wherc did we come from,what are we,and whcrc tOP"(vol.7.P。 228:hcrc is,Of

course,thc famOus question Paul Gauguin asked in Tahiti)。 She alsO makcs an

CXPeriinent of intercOurse with anOther "male"(the scX bcing that Of thc para―

sitized human bOdy)sO as to procreate a human baby(vol.1.P.183)。

Latcr the authOr Of thc stOry exPlicitly rcfcrs tO the Richard Dawkins's idca

Of the"selFlsh gcne"(vol.6,P.124),which was frcqucntly discussed arOund 1995.

FrOnl the genctic POint Of vieⅥらs010ng as the parasitc is incaPable of intcrvcning

intO human gcnctic memory2 it cannOt be regardcd as a parasiteo A university pro‐

fcssOr exPlains in thc stOry:"ifour bOdy is a rnarionettc ofour genc,then what rnat―

tcrs is not thc human sPcCiCS but rathcr"I‖and“my"POStCritics which will trans―

Init‖iny"gcnc"."Ultimatell this wOuld exPlain an thc altruistic bchavoir,likc

hclPcr and care_taking bchavioらaffectiOn tO thc family lnembers and eventually the

mOther instinct itself" “In thc Flnal analysis,we would bc lcad tO the conclusion
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from that which it is now entided to devour. 

Second， as their symbiosis goes on， the boy and Migy also begin to change 

their mentality. In the volume 2， the boy's heart has been destroyed by the attack of 

a parasite， disguised in his mother. To save the life of his host， Migy divides itself to 

substitute the broken human heart by its own tissue. With this operation， the boy， 

coming back to life， gets superhuman power， while Migy diminishes its size by 30 

percent on the right arm and takes on the human habitude of falling asleep out of 

his control for 4 hours a day. The once rational and cold-blooded reasoning of 

Migy also takes on a human touch. 

A subde example is found in their dialogue. "You know that the parasite 

cannot develop the sentiment of human affection." Migy says. "In case you endan-

ger me by your affection of your girl friend...'¥"1 understand，" the boy replies. "1 

mean， Migy adds， you don't want to see your right hand kill a girl friend you 

love..人 "00you threaten me by that ? You are completely lacking in affection，" 

boy retorts with anger. "But札 itis." Migy protes民 quietlテHere，the last words by 

Migy betrays what he means. By saying that he lacks in affection， the words 

undoubtedly show his affection toward the boy， and more generally toward the lives 

of every creature (vol.う， pp.86-87). 

Third characteristic. As a creature， the parasite is curiously lacking in the 

capacity of reproduction (here is the fundamental difference from， say， Alien IV; 

and 1 wonder if the author from the outset was fully conscious of the result this set-

ting would eventually bring about). As far as it occupies the head of a human body， 

the reproduced baby by the female human host logically belongs to human species. 

The parasite cannot intervene in the genetic memory of the host species on which 

they live. One "female" parasite finds it strange that she is lacking in the capacity to 

transmit her own gene to posterity and questions its own raison d'etre， as a creature. 

"Where did we come from， what are we， and where to?" (vo1.7. p.228: here is， of 

course， the famous question Paul Gauguin asked in Tahiti). She also makes an 

experiment of intercourse with another "male" (the sex being that of the para-

sitized human body) so as to procreate a human baby (vol.1.p.183). 

Later the author of the story explicitly refers to the Richard Oawkins's idea 

of the "selfish gene" (vo1.6， p.124)， which was frequently discussed around 199う.

From the genetic point of view， so long as the par 
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that such a thing like the rnOther instinct silnply does nOt exist".HOwcvett the prO_

issOr also suggests a wcak Point in this scinsh_genc hyPOthesis by shOwing many

cxamples of altruistic bchavOir amOng aniinals,insccts and Plants,which cvcn dO

mOre harIIn than g00d tO the survival ofthe gene in qucstiOn.

Thc Prcgnant fernale Parasitc haPPcns tO Flnd hcrselffltting in this catcgory.

As a matter of ttct,thc prcgnancy and caК―taking Of"hcr"baby may be interprtcd

aS PurCly altruistic behaviOr9 as it does nOt cOntributc tO thc PrOsperity of the para―

site but rathcr cndangers thc ParasitC'S Own existence as an individual,in Particulaら

and as a sPecies,in extension.This scicntiflc cxPcrirnent of Pregnancy9 1nadc out Of

mcrc curiosity9 also begins to innuence and changc the character of this"fcmale"

ParaSitC,as thc stOry gocs on.

6

Whilc thc Parasitc trics to「lnd a way tOward thc symbiOsis with human

beings,the human bcings sct uP systematic inanocuvre fbr thc cxtcrnlination ofthe

parasites The headquarter Of thc Paradte,賂catcd at a city h」1,is detected by sPc―

cial cOnllnandos,and arined tr00PS lay sicgc to it.Under the pretext Ofrcscuing the

citizens frOm a dangcrOus narcotic intrudeらarmcd with a rine,the army bcgins tO

lcad thc PcOPle Out Ofthe city hall tO put thcrn undcr x_ray Screeningo lfthc hcad Of

thc human scull is rcPlaccd by thc mOnsteちthe x―ray imagc givcs a shadoL thus

」10wing the army to nnd out and idcntiヶthc parasite.It is enough―Or sO thc ttmy
thinks‐tO sh00t at the remaining human hcart by thc T―shOt gun tO kin the Parasite,

One by One.

In thc x―ray screening,wc can scc a mctaPhOr Of the desire inherent in

(Western)anatOmy and disscctiOn.As Barbara Duden has suggested,Western

anatomy cannot be satisFled with the surface Of the skin,but trics tO PcnCtratc into

thc hiddcn dcPth Of the body by cutdng it up.Dcsメtc itS SOphistication,x―ray

scrccning also tries to reveal the hidden truth supposed to be cOnccalcd undcr thc

surfacc Ofthe skin.The techniquc Ofthe beh01der(JOnathan Craryl consists in Pen―

etrating into thc invisiblc and visualizing what has rcmained invisible.This desire Of
‖
visual penetration"so to speak,scems to be criticized by Our Japancsc cornic

autho■Foちin the story thc nlilitary inanocuvre of the x―ray Screening is doomed

tO failure.¨

Three f a c t O r s  t r i g g c r  t h c  f a i l u r c ; a n d  a l l  t h e s c  f a c t O r s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t O  a l t r u i s t i c

bchavOrs.First,thc mayOr9 who has been supposed to be thc lcadcr Ofthe parasite,

sacriFlccs hiinself

BefOre being shOt like a beesi nest,the mayOr gives his anal confcrcncc in

frOnt Of the ariny.He refuses any idea Of en宙 rOnmental ProtectiOn Or the mOve―
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that such a thing like the mother instinct simply does not exist". However， the pro-

fessor also suggests a weak point in this selfish-gene hypothesis by showing many 

examples of altruistic behavoir among animals， insects and plants， which even do 

more harm than good to the survival of the gene in question. 

The pregnant female parasite happens to find herself fitting in this category. 

As a matter of fact， the pregnancy and care-taking of "her" baby may be interpreted 

as purely altr山sticbehavior， as it does not contribute to the prosperity of the para-

site but rather endangers the parasite's own existence as an individual， in particular， 

and as a species， in extension. This scientific experiment of pregnancy， made out of 

mere curiosity， also begins to influence and change the character of this "female" 

parasite， as the story goes on. 

6 

While the parasite tries to find a way toward the symbiosis with human 

beings， the human beings set up systematic manoeuvre for the extermination of the 

parasites. The headquarter of the parasite， located at a city hall， is detected by spe-

cial commandos， and armed troops lay siege to it. Under the pretext of rescuing the 

citizens from a dangerous narcotic intruder， armed with a rifle， the army begins to 

lead the people out of the city hall to put them under x-ray screening. If the head of 

the human scull is replaced by the monster， the x-ray image gives a shadow， thus 

allowing the army to find out and identi今theparasite. It is enough-or so the army 

thinks-to shoot at the remaining human heart by the T-shot gun to kill the parasite， 

one by one. 

In the x-ray screening， we can see a metaphor of the desire inherent in 

(Western) anatomy and dissection. As Barbara Duden has suggested， Western 

anatomy cannot be satisfied with the surface of the skin， but tries to penetrate into 

the hidden depth of the body by cutting it up. Despite its sophistication， x-ray 

screening also tries to reveal the hidden truth supposed to be concealed under the 

surface of the skin. The technique of the beholder (Jonathan Crary) consists in pen-

etrating into the invisible and visualizing what has remained invisible. This desire of 

"visual penetration" so to speak， seems to be criticized by our ]apanese comic 

author. For， in the storメthemilitary manoeuvre of the x-ray screening is doomed 

to failure... 

Three factors trigger the failure; and all these factors are related to altruistic 

behavors. First， the mayor， who has been supposed to be the leader of the parasite， 

sacrifices himself. 

Before being shot like a bees' nest， the mayor gives his final con長renceln 

front of the army. He refuses any idea of environmental protection or the move-
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mcnt fOr the prcvcntion of cruclty tO aniinals.All thcsc ineasures arc,according to

hiFn,nOthing but a dcfOrmed cxPressions of human cgoismo Whilc PreaChing the

harinony on earth,thc ccological mOvements contribute,in reality9 to the destruc―

tion of the carthis nature.For thc wOrst Parasite on carth is nOthing other than thc

human bcings.The sO―callcd Parasitc is accomplishing the sacrcd mission Of clilni―

nating the ovcr―POpulated human species,so as to restorc ccological balance on
earth fbr thc future Of all lives.…"This sOmcwhat naive and dangerous warning is of

coursc scornfully ignOrcd by the s01diers who shOt this suPPoscd leader Ofthc Para_

site,disguised as thc rnayoL And to thcir surprisc,thc bOdy is rcvcalcd to be that Of

a human being.

As a human bcing,thc mayor would have becn ablc to survivc,if hc

wished,by safely passing the x―ray screening.And yet hc sacrinced himsclf for the

causc of the parasite with the f0110wing will:"Human bcings,you sha11 lcarn before

10ng hOw important your own natural enemy is[occupメng a superioI PositiOn in

the natural kngdom].It is yOur duty to PrOtect the Parぉite."At best,it cOuld not

bc anythng other than a ParOdy Of thc statcment by an ecology fundamentJist.

Ironically9 hOwevett thc rnassacrc of thc ParaSite,carricd out by the ariny in horrOち

bcars witncss to thC brutal naturc Of human sPecies,which has n0 0thcr aiin than

mcrcilessly to annihilatc any crcature which incnaces human existencc.

On a rathcr superflcial lcvel,herc is a siinPle rnessage that thc author want―

ed to transinit to the rcaders Of the stOry.Human beings have tO kecP in mind the

fact that thcy are thc worst Parasites on carth. For thc Pigs which PrOvidc Pork,

human beings arc no bcttcr than ParaSitCS.And yct both ofthern can be undrstood

as cocxisting in symbiosis,frOm a h01istic POint Of宙ew(vol.6,P。131)。Thc Para_

dtcs arc crcated by the stOrytcHcr tO rcvcal this simplc truth.Yct,there still rem」n

at least two OthCr lessons that wc can icarn frOm this tale.Both of them arc also

related to the act Of sacriflce taken by thc ParaSites,which can be understood in

terins ofaltruistic bchavOir(as mcntiOned carlier).

7

Sccondly9 thcrefOre,the Wfemalc‖Parasite,which madc the ncPiphanic exPc―

ricnce"(Barbara Duden)of Prcgnancy and is going to give birth to thc human

bab》 gradually bcgins to understand human scntiment.In frOnt Of thc boy's girl

fricnd,who is worried abOut his lifc and safcty9 thc Parasitc heaves a sigh,saying"Is

it an envy if l wish l cOuld share your affectiOn,"(vol.8,P。18).Lateらshe is sur―

P五sed by hcr own lradonJ bchavo■of usdessヶLⅢ ng a detcctiК when the detcc―

dvc has thrcatencd to kill"hcr"baby in revengc for his massacred witt and daugh―

tett Half―knOwing that he means"her"Only tO give‖hcr"a trial,thc Parasite cannOt

SuPPrCSS a ldnd of mother instinct that springs uP in heちand desperatcly tries to
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ment for the prevention of cruelry to animals. A11 these measures are， according to 

him， nothing but a deformed expressions of human egoism. Whi1e preaching the 

harmony on earth， the ecologica1 movements contribute， in realiry， to the destruc-

tion of the earth's nature. For the worst parasite on earth is nothing other than the 

human beings. The so-ca11ed parasite is accomplishing the sacred mission of elimi-

nating the over-populated human species， so as to restore ecological balance on 

earth for the future of a111ives..." This somewhat naive and dangerous warning is of 

course scornfully ignored by the soldiers who shot this supposed leader of the para-

site， disguised as the mayor. And to their surprise， the body is revea1ed to be that of 
a human being. 

As a human being， the mayor would have been able to survive， if he 

wished， by safely passing the x-ray screening. And yet he sacrificed himself for the 

cause of the parasite with the following wi11: "Human beings， you sha111earn before 

long how important your own natura1 enemy is [occupying a superior position in 

the natural kingdom]. It is your dury to protect the parasite." At best， it could not 

be anything other than a parody of the statement by an ecology fundamentalist. 

lronica11メhowever，the massacre of the parasite， carried out by the army in horror， 

bears witness to the brutal nature of human species， which has no other aim than 

merci1essly to annihi1ate any creature which menaces human existence. 

On a rather superficial1evel， here is a simple message that the author want-

ed to transmit to the readers of the story. Human beings have to keep in mind the 

fact that they are the worst parasites on earth. For the pigs which provide pork， 

human beings are no better than parasites. And yet both of them can be undrstood 

as coexisting in symbiosis， from a holistic point of view (vol. 6， p.131). The para-

sites are created by the stor戸ellerto reveal this simple truth. Yet， there still remain 

at least rwo other lessons that we can learn from this ta1e. Both of them are a1so 

related to the act of sacrifice taken by the parasites， which can be understood in 

terms of a1truistic behavoir (as mentioned earlier). 

7 

Second1y， therefore， the "fema1e" parasite， which made the "epiphanic expe-

rience" (Barbara Duden) of pregnancy and is going to give birth to the human 

baby， gradually begins to understand human sentiment. In front of the boy's girl 

friend， who is worried about his life and safery， the parasite heaves a sigh， saying "Is 

it an enη， if 1 wish 1 could share your affection ?" (vo1.8， p.18). Later， she is sur-

prised by her own irrational behavoir of uselessly killing a detective when the detec-

tive has threatened to kill "her" baby in revenge for his massacred wife and daugh-

ter. Half-knowing that he means "her" only to give "her" a trial， the parasite cannot 

suppress a kind of mother instinct that springs up in her， and desperately tries to 
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save 'heri baby at thc cxPcnsc Of‖hCr1 0wn safety.

Thc murder Of thc dctcctiVC iS a fatal errOらand"she"is welcOmed by a

shOwcr Of bullets by police agentso With'lher"POwcrS Of destruction,it would havc

becn easy to survive,but Wshe‖givcs uP nghting and sacrinces herself fOr the sur―

宙va1 0f"hcr"baby(vOl.8).To protect the baby frOm thc bullets,"shC"transfOrms

"hcr"hair intO a cocoon like sheltcr.This rcrninds us Of thc mantena of the

MadOnna Misericordia of the Christian iconography(Hubert Damisch's Frcudian

interprctation shows in rcfcrcncc to thc Jewish traditiOn,that a nichc likc chambcr

hiddcn behind MadOnnals mantclla is self_evidently a metOnymical substitution of

thc fbctus,while thc inantcna which hides the interior being the substitute oflabia.)

Thus thc Parasitc transflgures into a protecting caPc to scCure the human baby.The

relatiOnshiP between Parasitisin and PrOtection is reversed here,and the vainPire

dics as thc H01y Mothc■
″
「his"cOnsccratiOn"is rcalizcd by thc rcligious and thcatri―

cal transsubstanciation of the Wabicct‖(in thc sensc ofJulia K■isteval into a sacred

relic.

BcfOrc cxPiring,the:'fcrnalc‖Parasitc cntrusts with satisrlcd countcnancc

the care Of this"usual human baby"tO thc PrOtagonist schoolbOy.It secms as if she

had understood hcr raisOn―dietre as an example Of altruistic bchaviOr(as exPlained

by the university ProfessOr Of bio10gyl.Whilc thc bOy muses uPon‖her"last wOrds

Ofgratcfulness to thc bOブ s acCCPtanCC Of"her"babI Migy iS confused by this"f001-

ish"sclf‐sacriflce.

Third,Mi〔りalSO Sacriflccs itself fOr thc survival of thc boy.It would have

been eぉy to kill,One by one,thc hOstile parasites.But thc dcad"imde“Parasite

had Preparcd,bcfOre hcr death,an in宙ncible creature composcd of Flvc parasitcs.

FOr thc bOy and MigyЪ it is Out of qucstion tO ovcrcome the attack ofthis fOrrnida―

ble enem"which has massacred all the armed forces at the city hall carnage.In the

flnal duel with this fOe,Migy takes an unexPected Strategy of scParating itsclf frOm

the bOy.If thc fOc Owes its invincibility tO thc unity of four indi宙duals undcr thc

fOrced cOmmand by the One OccuPメ ng thC hCad,Migy trusts,in contrast,on the

dividability ofthe individual intO twO indcPcndent Parts.

The histOrical circulnstances would Pcrinit us to suPPosc a geo―Political

backgrOund subconsciously imprintcd in this cOnfrOntation be●″een the dividable

self and thc uniflcd POlitical bOdy.With the dissOlutiOn Of the SOvict I」nion,Pco―

Ple felt disillusiOn by thc drcam Of thc fOrced uniOn Of world_wide cOmmunism,
which PrOvcd tO be a type ofconective dictatOrshiP.Evcn in North America,a boOk

with thc title OfD力%″たノS″た り物解′″″α has rcccntly bccOme a bcst―scllen French

Phi10sOPher Jcan―Luc Nancy proposcd an Otrc singulier Pluricl,tO qucstion thc

conventional Wcstcrn idea Of thc human being as an individua1/individable entity.

In hisレ乃″〃Dαィル %∫
`,Bernard Hcnri―

Ltti alsO POintCd Out the danger Of the
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save "her" baby at the expense of "her" own safety. 

The murder of the detective is a fatal error， and "she" is welcomed by a 

shower of bullets by police agents. With "her" powers of destruction， it would have 

been easy to survive， but "she" gives up fighting and sacrifices herself for the sur-

vival of "her" baby (vo1.8). To protect the baby from the bullets， "she" transforms 

"her" hair into a cocoon like shelter. This reminds us of the mantella of the 

Madonna Misericordia of the Christian iconography. (Hubert Damisch's Freudian 

interpretation shows in reference to the Jewish tradition， that a niche like chamber 

hidden behind Madonna's mantella is selιevidently a metonymical substitution of 

the foerus， while the mantella which hides the interior being the substitute of labia.) 

Thus the parasite transfigures into a protecting cape to secure the human baby. The 

relationship between parasitism and protection is reversed here， and the vampire 

dies as the Holy Mother. This "consecration" is realized by the religious and theatri-

cal transsubstanciation of the "abject"(in the sense of Julia Kristeva) into a sacred 

relic. 

Before expiring， the "female" parasite entrusts with satisfied countenance 

the care of this "usual human baby" to the protagonist schoolboドItseems as if she 

had understood her raison-d'etre as an example of altr山sticbehavior (as explained 

by the university professor of biology). While the boy muses upon "her" last words 

of gratefulness to the boy's acceptance of川er"baby， Migy is confused by this "fool-

ish" self-sacrifice. 

Third， Migy also sacrifices itself for the survival of the boy. It would have 

been easy to kill， one by one， the hostile parasites. But the dead "長male"parasite 

had prepared， before her death， an invincible creature composed of five parasites. 

For the boy and Migy， it is out of question to overcome the attack of this formida-

ble enemy， which has massacred all the armed forces at the city hall carnage. In the 

final duel with this foe， Migy takes an unexpected strategy of separating itself from 

the boy. If the foe owes its invincibility to the unity ofゐurindividuals under the 

forced command by the one occupying the head， Migy trusts， in contrast， on the 

dividability of the individual into two independent parts. 

The historical circumstances would permit us to suppose a geo-political 

background subconsciously imprinted in this confrontation between the dividable 

self and the unified political body. With the dissolution of the Soviet Union， peo-

ple felt disillusion by the dream of the forced union of world-wide communism， 

which proved to be a type of collective dictatorship. Even in North America， a book 

with the title of Disunited States 0/ America has recently become a best-seller. French 

philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy proposed an Etre singulier pluriel， to question the 

conventional Western idea of the human being as an individual/individable entity. 

In his La Purete Dangereuse， Bernard Henri-Levi also pointed out the danger of the 
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quest for singular purity for purityls sake.It sccms as if the efFOrt Of maintaining a

united Political body by forcc has dennitively given way(cven On thc leve1 0f

n a t i o n―state b u i l d i n g ) a n d  t h C  S t a t e  O f  b d n g  c o n s t a n t l y  c o n t a r n i n a t e d  b y  p a rぉites

has bccomc the altcrnativc ofthe post‐cold War9 PostĆ010nial era.

To turn back to our story of the bOy and Migy9 howcvcら even with this

strategy of dividing thc self intO Pluralityp｀4i[γ fails t0 1dll the fOc,and fOr want of

bctter s01utiOn,Migy flnaHy savcs the boy's life at the price Ofits Own. In its van―

ishing consciousncss,the dying〕Иigy「Inds its Flnal satisfactiOn.At this scif―sacriflcc

by the company parasite, thc bOy alsO recognizcs what hc has sharcd with Migy.

Thc 10ss Of his right arm also means thc loss Of the Other in his Own sell without

which he can no longer inaintain his integrity as an individualo Suddenly the story

takes a pessimistic and tragic tone,atthe cnd Ofthe vOlume 9.…

8

I have tO rcfrain frOm telling what kind Of reversals,upside―dOwns and tablc

turnings still await thc readcrs in the Flnal v01umc 10。Instead,lct us sec what is at

stakc in this fantastic story in tcrms of thc imagination of thc bodI In thc nnal

analysis,a question is raised in front Of twO incompatible cthics.One,bascd on the

digniりof the irrcPlaccablc indi宙dual and the other gives priority to thc holistic

cquilibrium of the envirOnment.FrOn■thc lattcr POint of vievらit is human bcings

which are thc P01sOn ofthe carth,and thc Parasites can be regarded as thc necessary

remedy to neutralte this PdsOn h theメaneピS ecosystem(vol。3P。204 vol.10,

P■42).Still,the prcgnant"fcmale"ParaSite wondcrs,if thc baby"She"has cOn_

ccived is a poison.¨The author cOnfcsses in thc PostsCript to havc struggled to over―

come this dilemina in scarch ofthc denOuemcnt ofthe stott Yet it is in this dilem_

ma between the two antithetical choiccs(or"vO incommensurable cthics)that the

authOr successfully articulates the instability of thc Wself"which nuctuates in the

symbiosis with othcrs.

TO undcrstand better thc cthた」imメkadOn ofthc Pd■たs ofthe bOdy h

this stor"it WOuld be helPful tO cast herc a glancc On thc rccent dcvcloPment of

irninunology and its impact on a widc range ofthc reading public.

In his bcst´sellcrs,7あ′Zα″
`ψ

′″gИ∫θ″″ノ(1994),Dr.K6ichirδ Fujita

advances an interesdng hypothesヽ.According to hm,Ascttid,a parashe h宙ng i

thc human intestincs,which still prcvailed in JaPan 30 years ago,has Prcvented the

peOPlc from bcing attacked by the atOPic skin innammations or thc cryptomeria

P01lcn」lergy(andOgOus with hay fevcr).

A PcrsOn having becn contaminated in childhood by the ttcttid retains the

immunoglobulin E(IgE)which has bccn PrOduced in rcaction to ascaridis excre‐

tiOn.NIIost of thc irninunogrobulin E is inactive and covers thc surfacc Of the cclls
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quest for singular purity for purity's sake. It seems as if the effort of maintaining a 

united political body by force has definitively given way (even on the level of 

nation-state building) and the state of being constantly contaminated by parasites 

has become the alternative of the post-cold war， post-colonial era. 

To turn back to our story of the boy and Migy， however， even with this 

strategy of dividing the self into plurality， Migy fails to kill the foe， and for want of 

better solution， Migy finally saves the boy's life at the price of its own. In its van-

ishing consciousness， the dying Migy finds its final satisfaction. At this self-sacrifice 

by the company parasite， the boy also recognizes what he has shared with Migy. 

The loss of his right arm also means the loss of the other in his own self， without 

which he can no longer maintain his integrity as an individual. Suddenly the story 

takes a pessimistic and tragic tone， at the end of the volume 9・…

8 

1 have to refrain from telling what kind of reversals， upside-downs and table 

turnings still await the readers in the final volume 10. Instead， let us see what is at 

stake in this fantastic story in terms of the imagination of the body. In the final 

analysis， a question is raised in front of two incompatible ethics. One， based on the 

dignity of the irreplaceable individual and the other gives priority to the holistic 

equilibrium of the environment. From the latter point of view， it is human beings 

which are the poison of the earth， and the parasites can be regarded as the necessary 

remedy to neutralize this poison in the planeピsecosystem (vol. 3 p. 204; vol. 10， 

p.142). Still， the pregnant "female" parasite wonders， if the baby "she" has con-

ceived is a poison... The author confesses in the postscript to have struggled to over-

come this dilemma in search of the denouement of the story. Yet it is in this dilem-

ma between the two antithetical choices (or two incommensurable ethics) that the 

author successfully articulates the instability of the "self" which fluctuates in the 

symbiosis with others. 

To understand better the ethical implication of the politics of the body in 

this story， it would be helpful to cast here a glance on the recent development of 

immunology and its impact on a wide range of the reading public. 

In his best-sellers， The Laughing Ascarid (1994)， Dr. KoichirδFujita 

advances an interesting hypothesis. According to him， Ascarid， a parasite living it 

the human intestines， which still prevailed in ]apan 30 years ago， has prevented the 

people from being attacked by the atopic skin inflammations or the cryptomeria 

pollen allergy (analogous with hay fever). 

A person having been contaminated in childhood by the ascarid retains the 

immunoglobulin E (IgE) which has been produced in reaction to ascarid's exc陀-

tion. Most of the immunogrobulin E is inactive and covers the surface of the cells 
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knOwn as basoPhilc lcukOcァc Or mastoヮtc.Thus cven thc new immunOglobulin E

is latcr prOduccd in reaction to such allcrgen as cryPtOmcria pollen Or the dOg ticks

(あ″α″δ蒻ガ,in JaPanese)h cannot be cOmbincd with leukOcァe Or mastocytco So
thc PrOductiOn Ofthe chcrnical trigger to the allergy is PreVCntcd.

IronicaHy enOugh,therefOre,the cxtcrmination of the ascarid by JaPanese

hy」 eniC POlicy in the lぉ t half ccntury cont五 butcd tO the deve10Pment Of atOPic

skin discascs among many contemporary Japanese.Tada TOmiO also argucs in his
best‐seller,″ノθ″ι∫ゲ励ん物″π″ιヵゥ″(1994),that the imprOvcmcnt ofhygienic

cOnditions and thc dcvcloPment of thc antibiotics havc PrOVOkCd thc Prevalcnce Of

anergies.Because of thc decreasc Of usual bacteria and antigcns,the immune system

sccms to havc lost its cOnventional cncmy.The envirOnmcnt of symbiosis with the

antigen in a subtle cquilibrium has bccn raPidly destrOycdo lnstcad,an unPreCC―

dented ascPtic gcrl■―free cOnditiOn has been crcatcd in the advanced cOuntrics. In

this Obsessivc bactcHa―PhoЫa,any possibnity of symЫOsis is rciCCtCd by the∞n―

tcmporary JaPaneSe,cvcn mentally9 as thc wide sPread dCmand in the cOnsumer

markct fOr the anti―bacterial statiOnary goods I力∂カルgttZz]proves.In this condi―

tion,the ilninune systcln bcgins to show symptoms of Ovcr―rcactions to,and cxccs―

sive Кfus」ol the slightcst changcs in natuК.Tada Tomb」 so wams us by saying

that the cxterl■ination of natural enenlies and Parasites eventually results in the

occurrence of scl■destructivc autoimmunc discascs yルθ″′″レノタ司,thC Symptom
Ofits unprecedcntcd increasc bcing already rcPOrtcd・

The Obscssion with Parasite_frec hygicnics inay alsO be undcrstood as a

mctonymical exprcssion of thc Obsession with cthnic cleansing,bascd on the inu―

sion of ethnic Purity(and in this sensc―and in this sensc a10nc―Bernard Hcnri―

L`vγ
:s warning of Dangcrous Purity is relevant).AccOrding to the Huntingtonien

dichoton■) COmbined with discussiOns on thc g10bal standard Of thc 21st century
wOrld systcm,the COnfucian East Asia as wcll as the lslamic wOrld,which remain

incompatiblc with the Wcstcrn valuc systcrn, may be rcgarded as Parasitcs of the

Planct.As an aftcrmath ofthe destiny ofJcwiSh and P01ish PcOPles,whO havc fallen
victin■to cxterinination and holocaust during Vハ∝「II,the hOrrOr and obsessiOn

with cthnic cicansing continues to sPrcad in the world tOday.Iwaaki HitOshi's story

Of the alien ParasitC Can now bc underst00d also as a Parable Of warning to this

utOPian drcam Of Parasitc‐frec ParadiSC ancl serves as an antidote tO thc globalizing

"Puritan"Paradigm Ofthc Ncw World Ordc二 Here is alsO a symptom against the

sO―c」led Jobal standard fundamentalism Ofthe Opening millcnnium.

Tb conclude in a frOntal and cOnscious violation against thc Prctended

"P01itically corrcctness",lct us cvoke a cOslnctic rnctapho■TO prcvent skin trOuble,

it is knOwn that a symbiOsis with some sOrts of bacteria is indispensable.Iwaakils

story proposcs a new hsight into the hygicnたOfthe shn,and OPcns uP,I hOPc,an
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known as basophile leukocyte or mastoc)ぽ・ Thuseven the new immunoglobulin E 

is later produced in reaction to such allergen as cryptomeria pollen or the dog ticks 

(konahyadani， in ]apanese) it cannot be combined with leukocyte or mastocyte. 50 

the production of the chemical trigger to the allergy is prevented. 

lronically enough， therefore， the extermination of the ascarid by ]apanese 

hygienic policy in the last half century contributed to the development of atopic 

skin diseases among many contemporary ]apanese. Tada Tomio also argues in his 

best-seller Semiotics o[ the Immune System (1994)， that the improvement of hygienic 

conditions and the development of the antibiotics have provoked the prevalence of 

allergies. Because of the decrease of usual bacteria and antigens， the immune system 

seems to have lost its conventional enemy. The environment of symbiosis with the 

antigen in a subtle equilibrium has been rapidly destroyed. Instead， an unprece-

dented aseptic germ-free condition has been created in the advanced countries. In 

this obsessive bacteria-phobia， any possibility of symbiosis is rejected by the con-

temporary ]apanese， even mentally， as the wide spread demand in the consumer 

market for the anti-bacterial stationary goods [kokin guzzu] proves. In this condi-

tion， the immune system begins to show symptoms of over-reactions to， and exces-

sive refusal of， the slightest changes in nature. Tada Tomio also warns us by saying 

that the extermination of natural enemies and parasites eventually results in the 

occurrence of self-destructive autoimmu町 diseases[jiko men 'eki砂礼 thesymptom 

of its unprecedented increase being already reported. 

The obsession with parasite-free hygienics may also be understood as a 

metonymical expression of the obsession with ethnic cleansing， based on the illu-

sion of ethnic purity (and in this sense-and in this sense alone-Bernard Henri-

Levy's warning of Dangerous Purity is relevant). According to the Huntingtonien 

dichotom予 combinedwith discussions on the global standard of the 21st century 

world system， the Confucian East Asia as well as the Islamic world， which remain 

incompatible with the Western value system， may be regarded as parasites of the 

planet. As an anermath of the destiny of ]ewish and Polish peoples， who have fallen 

victim to extermination and holocaust during WW  11， the horror and obsession 

with ethnic cleansing continues to spread in the world today. 1 
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