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The 14th International Symposium:
“Crossing Cultural Borders”
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Although the international environment is de-

scribed as being borderless, intercultural misun-

derstanding originating from cultural dif-
ferences in manners and customs has raised
new issues. Even within the narrow con-
fines of the Japanese border, friction oc-
curs between the 'outside' and 'inside’ of soci-
ety. This symposium, held under the theme
of "Crossing Cultural Borders," invited
scholars specializing in the problems of in-
tercultural exchange to discuss the ethical ques-
tions involved.

Eight sessions were held and the following
summarizes the points raised. From the
standpoint of Transcultura and reciprocal
anthropology, A.Le Pichon and Carmelo
Lisén-Torosana contrasted the conventional
Eurocentric methods with non-Western
methods and frames of understanding that
pose the question of where a third perspective
might be. Yoshida Kenji presented the political
problems of ethnographic exhibitions and
developments in the last 20 years. Historical
background of 19¢ physical anthropology in
‘Western colonial nations and the transfer of
these ideas to Japan were detailed by Ochiai
Kazuyasu. To this Muroi Hisashi gave a critique
of the political nature of such intellectual
activity and the academic hegemony of that
global standard. Problems faced by anthro-
pologists doing field work in conflict ridden
areas were voiced by Kurimoto Eisei who
described his experiences in Ethiopia, and
Inaga Shigemi proposed some ideas for a
formulation of ethical concepts when dis-
tinguishing between revelation and violation
of cultural norms in studying cultures. Two
specialists of South America, Oshima Hitoshi
and Kato Takahiro, spoke on the limitations
impregnating myths of natignal identity as
seen in Argentina and Peru respectively. The
topic of political intervention into ethnic con-
flict was led by Usuki Akira's analysis of
minority groups in Israel and followed with
Nakamura Kazue presenting a picture of racial
conflict and identity crisis seen in post-
colonial literature. Comments and discussion
on third world literature in relation to Japanese
colonial literature were stimulated. Further
analyses of school busing in Boston by
Kawashima Masaki, Australian-Japan mar-
riages as a context for cultural crossings by
Alison Tokita, the ethical dilemmas faced
in refugee medical aid by Miyaji Naoko, and
Michael Richardson's juxtaposition of trans-
lation and anthropology as means for cultural
transmission were presented. Wang Bin dis-
cussed events in China pointing to the role
of ambiguity as a re-structuring force that
is not as innocent as often believed. During
the symposium, lectures by Yamaguchi
Masao devoted to a reexamination of the
"stranger" based on his 30 years of research
in semiology and anthropology, and Alain
Rey who gave his vision of "borderlands"
as possible areas where people encounter
themselves when meeting the "other" were
opened to the public.
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