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Avidya on the Spider's Web
In Search of Psycho-somatic Ethics in the Age of Meta- and Multi-verse
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Summary

Avidya on the Spider’s Web
In Search of Psycho-somatic Ethics in the Age of Meta- and Multi-verse

INAGA Shigemi

Avidya is the negation of knowledge or learning. Ignorance leads to doubt. “Stray
sheep” in Christianity is literally “in astray” in the avidya. One may recall that to
“go astray’ is famously linked to “error” by Martin Heidegger:--. The present
volume starts with the assumption that the human species is now trapped in a
huge spider’ web which we call World Wide Web. In ancient India, the spider
occupying the center of the cobweb is tramming threads of illusions -maya- in
which we are caught. In Japanese “spider” and “cloud” happen to share the
same pronunciation: “kumo.” The knowledge shared by the “crowd” is now
entrusted to the “cloud” (again the same pronunciation in Japanese-English;
“kuraudo”) floating on the air of the WWW system. Victor Hugo in exile looked
up the sky and the floating cloud through a spider’'s web. Friedrich Nietzsche,
talking of the Eternal Return, did not fail to mention a spider at night. Sure
enough that he was secretly referring to the Indian idea of “Maya spider,” the
mistress who presides over the world of knowledge as illusion and “prisonniére”
of the web she has spin by herself in the circular realm which the Uroboros
encloses by eating its own tail. And Marguerite Yourcenar—her pen name
being based on anagram—, left in 1982, Le Tour de la prison, mainly treating her
voyage in Japan.

Guided by such literary and visionary imaginations, the papers collected in the
volume investigate into this “Prison” of the spider's web. The Part I invites the
readers to follow the ramifications of spider’s web which covers the world
literature. Comparative literature relates to the Tour du monde by plant-hunters.
Christian missions all over the world also developed the web on Earth.
Contemporary artists also refer to spider’s web in search of infinity and self-
obliteration. The Digital network, in the meanwhile, cannot be free from the
“ghost,” a noise which the information theory wished to get rid of, in vain‘-- and
which is now metamorphosing into avatars in the multi- and meta-verse. The
range and width of the cobweb as metaphor and symbols are thus put into the

focus.
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Then, how to make an investigation into this cobweb? PartIl proposes
methodologies in research. Ecological thinking calls for kind of networking which
happened to be provided by the Imperialism and Colonialism at the end of the
nineteenth century. The expansion of the Japanese emigration to Brazil was no
exception and Japanese exodus to Manchuria changed its destination in the
1930s. The mesh of transmitted information as well as the mass of deported
population in slavery also challenges a mechanical cause-and-effect- type
centrifugal politics and philology. It is rather the Centers (metropolis in Empires)
which are affected by the Peripheries (regional colonies). Here the relationship
between the predator and its victim turns out to be ambivalent and mutual
dependent. Animals also cannot always act in subordination to human beings.
Such upside-down reversal questions conventional methodologies of academic
approach. Further, it turns out that the imaginary creatures like yokai (like the
giant spider, Tsuchi-gumo) are now making their intrusion into the real world of
children’s daily experience through internet. Entangled in the spider’s web-like
traps and snears, iconography and archival researchs also reveal the necessity of
renewal in documentation methodology.

Instead of using the spider’'s web as a target of observation, Partll proposes,
therefore, to grasp the ecological social dynamics as a living economy of the
spider. The spider here is no longer a model to be projected onto the reality.
Rather, the reality constitutes the spider. Indeed, spider from the African
mythology crosses the Atlantic Ocean so as to provide the Caribbean slaves and
their descendent with the tactics for their survival. The propagation of Chinese
classics of Taoism also testifies to its impact in the West for the spiritual
awakening. The lines of transmission are reconstructed as if tracing a spider’s
thread. The collecting of the oral tradition by folklorists also incarnates the
cobweb system in modernizing society. It inevitably reveals a fundamental
dilemma of trapping living orality so as to engrave it onto the tombstones of
written definitive editions. The same is true of the railway network. The state-
run capitalism, with its elaborated spy network, could not help providing, as a
side effect, the seedbed for the awakening of the labor’s consciousness. Japan's
Christian delegation to the Vatican in the seventeenth century, as well as the
contact of human species with the unknown “divinity in the water” in folklore,
pinpoints the circumstances in which the conventional perception of order of

things is suddenly toppled down as if caught by an invisible spider’s web.
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This leads to Part IV, which focuses on the contemporary urban environment in
which the relation of body and the city has been drastically modified with the
overwhelming predominance of the digital media. The history of urban planning
and several examinations of the status quo of the asteion serve as the starting
point of the problematics. By definition, the internet is a circuit which should
contribute to an easier and faster flow of data and information. Yet, in reality, it
frequently causes unexpected congestions, hindering the smooth connection. Like
the cobweb, the W.W.W. captures us as if we were its preys. The SN.S. causes
more emotional troubles, —hate, fear, malice or spite—instead of serving as
neutral research engine for the sake of efficiency in searching operations. What
are the causes which are hindering psycho-somatic relations? What is wrong
with the artificial intelligence? Where did the pioneers of the I.C. technology
misunderstand the definition of “intelligence”? History of science, philosophical
analysis of the learning through bodily experience, as well as a survey of the top-
ranking game players of shogi, provide keys to answer these questions, though
the final solution remains still to be awaited in the future.

Part V tries to ramp up the volume in reference to the “Language Turn.” In
fact, textile and text share their etymology, and the cobweb could have been the
originating model for human digital invention. Human language, defined as
based on double articulation, is also a web system. Vocabulary and the semantic
field are overlapping the world so as to articulate the cosmos (A. Humboldt) into
words which the syntax coordinates into a system consisting of subject, verb,
and object, etc. Yet the web of language cannot be perfect, as Thomas Carlyle
put it in his Sartor Resartus. It is through the crisis of language, by its fracture,
that the limit of human cognition is revealed. An anagram may be one of the
keys through which to peep into the “wound” of the linguistic web. The Autism
spectrum disorder would be another key to discover the still unclarified
mechanism of human intelligence.

Just like the broken cobweb, the human-made theories are destined to be refuted
and eternally renovated so as to catch the yet unknown truth. Just as the spider
is working hard every night to repair or renew its broken web, the human being
is also doomed to toil at its daily tasks. We are no longer sure if the spider is
predator or the cobweb’s own slave and victim. The Japanese poet, Miyazawa
Kenji saw in the interplay between the devouring spider and the trapped fly, a

musical Kontrapunkt through which two opposed melodies begin to combine in
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attunement. Ecological truth of circulation between the eating and the eaten
creates the music of life and death. This eternal circle lies as a cradle in the
generating of typographical lines of Kenji's poetical dance of handwriting. A
classical theory of social science on the expectation, called the cobweb model,
may also be helpful to understand the ecological dynamics of the so-called “liquid
modernity”(Z. Bauman). And recent methodological criticism in cultural
anthropology in terms of the “ANT vs. SPIDER” controversy (B. Latour vs. T.
Ingold), would also bring out the potential of the present endeavor.

The last paper of the volume touches upon the web connecting the life and
death. It is in the act of mourning, in the Actus Tragicus, that the web intensifies
its rhythmical vibration so as to appease the grief of irremediable loss. The
Buddha- nature of liberation (kotoke) consists of “releasing” (hodoku vt. hodokeru
vi), rather than accumulating and concentrating. The dialogue with the loved
one cannot be achieved either in active voice or in passive voice; a sort of
“middle-voice” plays the crucial role. Neither exoteric banality nor esoteric
irrelevance, a “mesoteric’ passage is assured here through the fragile Spider's
Web, in the guise of an imaginary bridge (as is clearly noticed by Friedrich
Nietzsche). Can we perceive here the “silent illumination,” which some Buddhists

feel emanating from beyond the web of Avidya?
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