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May 4, 2007, Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture, Columbia University

Constructing and Asian Aesthetics
Tenshin Okakura Kakuzo and Sister Nivedita
on an Indian-Japanese Intellectual Exchange in Modernizing Asia
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Okakura Kakuzd, Tenshin  F&3#=, Kl (1863-1913)

1890 aged 28 Director of the Tokyo Fine Arts School HUs{ i 4%

1898 aged36 Resignation from the Tokyo Fine Art School
Resignation from the Head of the Department of Fine Arts
At the Imperial Museum (Tokyo) 7 [El 42 57 & F#(%

1901-2 aged 39 First Visit to India
1903 aged 41 Publication of The Ideals of the East (London: John Murray)

Yokoyama Taikan (1868-1957), Hishida Shunso (1874-1911)
Visit India

May 7, 2007, Smith College

Constructing and Asian Aesthetics
Tenshin Okakura Kakuzo and Sister Nivedita
on an Indian-Japanese Intellectual Exchange in Modernizing Asia

1904 aged 42  Stay in Boston,
Publication of The Awakening of Japan (New York: Century)

1905 aged43  Adviser at the Dep. of Chinese and Japanese Art,
Museum of Fin Arts, Boston

1906 aged 44  Publication of The Book of Tea (New York: Fox Duffield)
First Trip to China

1910 aged 48 Appointed to Curator of the Ch. & Jap. Dep.,
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

1911 aged 49 Second Trip to India. Encounter with the poetess,
Brianvada Devi Panersy.

1913 aged 50  Dedicates the Opera Script “The White Fox™ to Ms. Gardner,
Death on Sep. 02
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Okakura on the horseback
in the costume of the Director S -
of the Tokyo School of Fine 30D A
Nov. 3 Tokyo School of Fine Arts (Meiji Period)

1868-1958)  Yokoyama Taikan
Kutsugen (/i) (Quyan, ca.343-273 B.C.) (1898)
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¥ L'ART DU JAPON

Amida Paradise co Painting, Hory

. . . »m Histoire de I’art du Japon (1900), *
Pour I’Exposition internationale a Paris 8 Horyuji Temple Golden Pavilion T B il SR T <) 77

Histoire de I’art du Japon (1900) R i) TRAREL

Commission impériale du Japon

Komokuten [ F % (Virupakas) Buddhisatva Geakkd Bosatsu
J1 ¢ # 5% (Gandraprabha)

t Influence from the Tang Dynasty
Copy by Takeuchi Kyfichi 74 —(1891-2)

Vel S TSR LR 3 Todaiji Temple
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Josephine MacLeod a7 12+~
190141 /1 5 A Staying in Japan from Jan. 1901

vami Vivekananda in Belur, near Calcutta,
founded in 1899

Hori Shitoku % (1
Japanese Buddhist monk
Who left a day by day accounts

of Okakura’s stay in India o KAy

from left to right: Josephine McLeod, Ms. Oli-Bull, Vivekananda, Sis

¥ (1858 > CERCECAN HE

phine MacLeod with Oda Tokund, his wife and son at Asakusa, Tokyo

L O H b
N A7

filk FE e 50 S

Swami Vivekananda (1863

7 [E 5 £(1893) advaitism

=

Okakura on Vivekananda (Jan. 06, 1902, in Belur
to Oda Tokund i £

“The master, with his extraordinarily surpassing spirit and wisdom,
eration, whom
everybody venerates without exception all around the world.
“The Master argues that the M; Grand Vehicle Buddhism
e Buddhism (....) and preaches
non-duality principle, unifying the East and the West
ssion were animated as if I were in front of the Great Master
Of the Ancient period, and I was convinced that here is the irreplaceable
person | was searching for

Swami Vivekananda (Jan.2,1863-July. 4, 1902) (photo taken in 1897)
Participation in the World Parliament of Religion at the Chicago World Fair in 1893
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Sister Nivedita’s pref
Okakura’s The Ideals of the East (1903)

tis of supreme value to show Asia,
N s of
gined, but as
cach dependent on
all the others, the whole breathing a single
complex life

ister Nivedita © (1867-1911)
Margaret Elisabeth Noble
[ 9 Indian Life (1904)
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Yokoyama Taikan
opy of the Daigen My6-6 (1895)
Yokoyama Taikan #iLI k% (186 (i z riginal at Daigo-ji Temple Kyo!

Calcutta, ca. end of 19" Century.
Indian Protective Divinity (1903) bOE Private Collection \ cur od (14th Century)

Yokoyama Taikan
Lantern Offering on the Water (1909)
Reminiscence of Benares

Exhibited at the 3rd Ministerial Salon

Dai-ltoku My6-6, Heian Perid,
11th Centus

Piece cherished by Okakura. 22 ' " Yokoyama Taikan

Bequeathed to the Boston Museum b > 4 . WL
g ’ ¢ “"‘ " Bl w 13542(1909)4
BUHHEDE 19114 HI LR A

Hishida Shunsho (1874-1911)
Sarasvati, (1903)

Vina/Veena- “Biwa” instrument E
- . B

1911 Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)

) 3743619034 Ravi Varma 7 L<(1848-1906) Sarasvati
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Ernest Binfield Havell (1861-1934) /L R AR 7t — /LR £
Nandalal Bose (1883-1966) Studio in Jorasanko Anada K ) 18771047 7 Indian Sculpture and Painting (1908). Indian Architecture (1911).
Top left: Sn. Tagor; right: An. Tagor, Anada K. Coomaraswamy (1877-1947) The Ideals of Indian Art (1911)

. : “Aims of Indian Art” (1908) . Mediaeval Sinhalese Art (1909) .
Middle left: AK. Coomaraswamy, right: gor; Bottom right: NI. Bose s ot e of. Okakura Kakusu (sic.), The Ideals of the East (1904)

anding Buddha, 3

2-3 Century A.D. Pakistan, f 30 & Sitting Buddha

Peshawar Museum : ; AN Buddha, from Anuridhapura, Ceylon Pakistan, Peshawar Museum
G 4th Century A.D., Dolomite.

Sitting Buddha
Nothan Wei Period,

ond half of the 5th tury Abanindranath Tagore (1871-1951)
Purchased by the China Japan Bharat Mata (Mother India) 1905

Special Fond in 19 Water Color on paper, 26

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Wit W Rabindra Bharati Society, Kol

Vina/Veena- “Biwa” instrument
Abanindranath Tagore 7 —/b (1871-1951)
1-1911)
1) W11436(1903)4F

HE A E A - <—4) (1905-6)
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Nandalal Bose (18

Sati, ca. 1907

Abanindranath Ta 1-1951) « _ Popular Imagery of the Kali Goddess
Bharat Mata (Mother India) 1905-6 (detail) cutta, ca. end of 19" Century

Subhas Chandra Bose, GHTY o a1,
1897471123 H —19455:8)1 18
uren Ganguly (?-19092)

The Flight of Lakshman Sen

Nandalal Bose (1883-1966),
Burning Pine Tree, 1944 Yokoyama Taikan Tow Dragons, Isabe rdner Museum

L HEODR)19044 A 19074k

The upsetting of truth in the relationship of the ruler and the ruled can never be
compensated by the power that lies in the grip of the mailed fist. And this was the
reason which made us decply grateful to Sister Nivedita, that great-hearted Western
woman, when she gave utterance to her criticism of Indian Life. She had won her
access o this innermost heart of our society by her supreme gift of sympathy. She
did not come to us with the impertinent curiosity of a visitor, nor did she clevated
herself on a special high perch with the idea that a bird’s eye view is truer than the
human view because of its superior aloofness. She lives our life and came to know
us by becoming one of ourselves. She became o intimately familiar with our
people that she had the rare opportunity of observing us unaware. As a race we
have our special limitations and imperfection.(....) we know for certain that these

Rash Beh defects did not escape Nivedita’s observation, but she did not stop there to
(1886-1945%1 B218 d generalize, as most other foreigners do. And because she had a comprehensive
iind, and extraordinary insight of love she could. See the creative ideals at work

behind our social forms and discover our soul that has living connexion with its

past and its marching toward its fulfilllement.

(Rabindranath Tagore, le 21 Oct. 1917, preface to the new edition of The Web of

Indian Life; C.W.S.N. Vo.2: 245-6) i
Exhibition Catalog,

IS

Anne Nishimura-Morse (ed.)
Okakura Tenshin and

The Museum of Fine Art, Boston,
1999,

Rabindranath T:
(1861-1941
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Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, at Copley Place, ca.1900

L Kuan-Yin (The Compassionate Buddhis: Avalokitesvara)

China, Sung Period, ca. 12thCentury:-Polychromed wood. H.141cm.

Museum of Fine Arts, B n Huntington Ave.

Altarpiece with Amitabha
and Attendants, China,
Sui Period, 593 A.D.
Bronze, h.76.5¢m.

Gift of Mrs. W. Scott Fitz.

Early Japanese Sculpture in the Temple Room, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Nothan Wei
Second half of the 5th C
Purchased by the China Japan
Special Fond in 1907
Picces collected by Okakura ¥ 3 The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Attributed to Emperor Hui Zong #5R(1082-1135),
For the Museum of Fine Arts. Boston 7 . Ladies Preparing Newly Woven Silk (detail), (&
From: Ok a Tenshin and The Museum e LE Sttt early 12th Century. Handscroll, ink and colors in silk. 37 x 145.5cm.
of Fine Art, Boston, 1999 3 T R 4 Purchased in C Okakura in 1912, Chinese and Japanese Special Fond.
5 ISR 19 HE G 101945 thIT HAEERIIE A X R il
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The history of Japa

——the beach where
sand-ripple as it beal

The beach of Izura,
Ibaragi Prefecture.
facing the Pacific Ocean

@) B AriEFURIE24 Sesin, Vasubandha (ca.300-400: left): original, 1212. Seascape from near the

RS U264 Copy by Yamada Kisai, 1893 Rokkaku-do Hexagon Pavillon,
AIS{RALIF24 Mujaku, a (ca.310 nal, 1212 L A ]

-
i Unkei (1148/51-1224)

5t Wli244 Copy by Takeuchi Kii

b SfifE0E - Garden at the Heart of Heaven






