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The upsetting of truth in the relationship of the ruler and the ruled can never be
compensated by the power that lies in the grip of the mailed fist. And this was the
reason which made us decply grateful to Sister Nivedita, that great-hearted Western
woman, when she gave utterance to her criticism of Indian Life. She had won her
access o this innermost heart of our society by her supreme gift of sympathy. She
did not come to us with the impertinent curiosity of a visitor, nor did she clevated
herself on a special high perch with the idea that a bird’s eye view is truer than the
human view because of its superior aloofness. She lives our life and came to know
us by becoming one of ourselves. She became o intimately familiar with our
people that she had the rare opportunity of observing us unaware. As a race we
have our special limitations and imperfection.(....) we know for certain that these
defects did not escape Nivedita’s observation, but she did not stop there to
generalize, as most other forcigners do. And because she had a comprehensive
mind, and extraordinary insight of love she could. Sce the creative ideals at work
behind our social forms and discover our soul that has living connexion with its
past and its marching toward its fulfilllement.

(Rabindranath Tagore, le 21 Oct. 1917, preface to the new edition of The Web of
Indian Life; C.W.S.N. Vo.2: 245-6)
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